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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KABUL 3189 

FOR L/PM 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, AF 

SUBJECT: CABINET TASK FORCE ON QUESTIONABLE PAYMENTS ABROAD: 
FOREIGN LAWS ON QUESTIONABLE PAYMENTS 

REF: (A) 75 STATE 258169 (B) 75 KABUL 7541 (C) STATE 94647 

1 . FOLLOWING IS KEYED TO PARAGRAPHS REFTEL C: 

A. YES. AFGHAN LAW FOR THE PROSECUTION AND PUNISHMENT OF 
BRIBERY (1973) PROVIDES CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR INDIVIDUALS 
CONVICTED OF OFFERING OR ACCEPTING BRIBES. DISCUSSION OF 
LAW FOLLOWS BELOW. 

B. NO. TO EMBASSY'S KNOWLEDGE THERE IS NO AFGHAN LAW RE- 
QUIRING DISCLOSURE OF PAYMENTS MADE TO GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 
HOWEVER, SUCH PAYMENTS ARE ILLEGAL UNDER PROVISIONS OF THE 
LAW MENTIONED IN PARA A. 

C. YES. LICENSING REGULATIONS FOR PRIVATE FOREIGN TRADERS 
AND FIRMS IN AFGHANISTAN GOVERN THE OPERATIONS OF AGENTS. 
DISCUSSION OF REGULATIONS FOLLOWS BELOW. 
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TRIBUTIONS IN AFGHANISTAN. 

E. NO 

F. NO. EMBASSY NOT AWARE OF ANY AFGHAN LAWS GOVERNING 
COMMERCIAL TRANSACTIONS NOT INVOLVING GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
OR AGENCIES. 

2. THE AFGHAN LAW FOR THE PROSECUTION AND PUNISHMENT OF BRIBERY 
(1973) SUPERSEDED AND STRENGTHENED EARLIER LAW AGAINST BRIBERY 
OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS ' IN CHARGE OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES." IN- 
CLUDED IN THIS CATEGORY ARE CIVIL SERVANTS, JUDGES, MEMBERS 

OF THE GOVERNMENT, POLITICAL AND COMMERCIAL REPS OF AFGHANISTAN 
ABROAD, AND LAWYERS, WITNESSES, AND OTHER PERSONS WHO CERTIFY 
FACTS OR GIVE THE COURTS PROFESSIONAL ADVICE. THE PENALTY 
PROSCRIBED FOR BRIBERY IS THREE TO TEN YEARS IMPRISONMENT, THE 
SENTENCE BEING DETERMINED BY THE CIRCUMSTANCES. THE LAW ALSO 
PROVIDES THAT AN ATTEMPT AT GIVING OR RECEIVING A BRIBE SHALL 
BE CONSIDERED AS THE ACTUAL CRIME AND THAT THE "ILLEGITIMATE 
WEALTH" OF THE ACCUSED SHALL BE CONFISCATED. A COPY OF THIS 
LAW IS BEING AIR POUCHED TO L/PM. 

3. LICENSING REGULATIONS FOR PRIVATE FOREIGN TRADERS AND FIRMS, 

IN AFGHANISTAN WERE PROMULGATED IN 1965. THE REGULATIONS REQUIRE 
ALL FOREIGN TRADERS TO REGISTER AND OBTAIN A LICENSE FROM THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE. THERE ARE NO SPECIFIC PROVISIONS IN THE 
LAW CONCERNING THE INVOLVEMENT OF AGENTS WITH THE HOST GOVERN- 
MENT. HOWEVER, ARTICLE 35, REQUIRES "FOREIGN TRADERS ... TO 
OBSERVE ALL LAWS AND REGULATIONS IN FORCE IN AFGHANISTAN" AND 
PROHIBITS THEM FROM INTERFERRING, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, IN 
THE RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS OF AFGHANISTAN. ANY SUCH 
INTEREFERENCE, IN ADDITION TO LEGAL PENALTIES, WILL RESULT 
IN THEIR COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES BEING TERMINATED AND THEIR EX- 
PULSION (IF THEY ARE FOREIGNERS) FROM THE COUNTRY. COPY OF 
LICENSING REGULATIONS PREVIOUSLY AIR POUCHED TO DEPARTMENT 
(L/PM) IN RESPONSE TO REF A. 

ELIOT 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CABINET, BRIBERY, COMMITTEES, BUSINESS FIRMS, FOREIGN INVESTMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 28 APR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976KABUL03189 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7601 63-0760 
From: KABUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 976041 2/aaaaajhi. tel 

Line Count: 98 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION L 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 STATE 258169, 76 KABUL 7541 , 76 STATE 94647 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: greeneet 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <03 JUN 2004 by buchant0>; APPROVED <27 SEP 2004 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CABINET TASK FORCE ON QUESTIONABLE PAYMENTS ABROAD: FOREIGN LAWS ON QUESTIONABLE PAYMENTS 
TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, AF 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



